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Objectives

• To provide an overview of the maintenance of HKCTT

• To outline request submission mechanism for 

submission of HKCTT and SNOMED CT 

requests/recommendations



Maintenance of terminologies are not an one-time 

effort. In fact, it is an endless task! 

• Establish HKCTT update frequency cycle 

• Manage user requests 

• Update editorial policies 

How do we maintain HKCTT?

We think ahead (and often) about maintenance! 



HKCTT Maintenance Flowchart
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Frequency and update cycle



What triggers change in HKCTT content?

1) Amendment to HKCTT terms 

– Description change 

– Mapping change

2) Official changes to Reference Terminologies 

– Code addition/retirement

– Regrouping of classification



Change of RT – SNOMED CT example



Update frequency of HKCTT and Reference 

Terminology 

• HKCTT is scheduled for update on monthly basis

• Reference terminology updates are scheduled as follows:  

Reference terminology Update frequency

Systematized Nomenclature of Medicine, Clinical 

Terms (SNOMED CT)

Every 6 months (Jan & July)

International Classification of Diseases, 10th Revision 

(ICD 10) 

• 2001 Release

• 2010 Release

• Mental Health & Behavioural Disorders (MBD)

No regular updates

International Classification for Primary Care, 2nd 

Edition (ICPC2) 

No regular updates

Logical Observations, Identifiers Names and Codes 

(LOINC)

Every 6 months



Request submission



Reasons for request submission

1) HKCTT

1. To add new terms

2. To make amendments on existing terms

• Spelling

• Mapping

• Adding alias

2) SNOMED CT

– Required concept might not be available

– Query on definition of existing concept
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eHR Portal Login 

N.B. All screen displays may be subject to change. 



eHR Portal Login 

N.B. All screen displays may be subject to change. 

Authentication process may vary 

depending on mode of adoption



HKCTT Request Submission    



HKCTT Request Submission    

1. New HKCTT request

2. View of HKCTT request 



HKCTT Request Submission    

1. New HKCTT request



1. New HKCTT request

A. New concept 

B. Amend concept



1A. New concept 



A. New concept



A. New concept



A. New concept



A. New concept – Dx example

To add SARS as new concept 

Severe acute respiratory syndrome 

Severe acute respiratory syndrome is a serious form of 
pneumonia. It is caused by a member of a coronavirus family 
of viruses called SARS-associated coronavirus (SARS-CoV).  

SARS

Reference Information

Examples: 1. Nature of condition (inflammation, infarct, neoplasm, injury, …)

2. Body system or site (circulatory, respiratory, digestive, nervous, …) 

3. Cause (genetic, congenital, organism, drug, trauma, post – surgery, …) 

4. Onset & course (acute, chronic, intermittent, …) 

Request Summary

Brief summary on what the 

request is about

Alias

Any other names that would 

facilitate searching of the 

requested term

Description

Description of the requested 

term

Submit

Request no. would be auto-

generated by system



A. New concept – Dx example



A. New concept – Other natures



1B. Amend concept 



B. Amend concept



B. Amend concept



B. Amend concept



B. Amend concept

Measles



B. Amend concept

Measles

944                         Measles  

941                         Measles keratoconjunctivitis

942                     Measles with complication

944                     Measles  

941                     Measles keratoconjunctivitis



B. Amend concept

Measles

944                     Measles  

941                     Measles keratoconjunctivitis

942                     Measles with complication



B. Amend concept

To add SNOMED CT mapping to Term ID 944 Measles 

To add SNOMED CT 14189004 measles (disorder) as 
exact match mapping to Term ID 944 Measles 

Submit

Request no. would be auto-

generated by system



B. Amend concept



2. View of HKCTT request



2. View of HKCTT request

2. View of HKCTT request 

1. New HKCTT request



2. View of HKCTT request

2. View of HKCTT request 



2. View of HKCTT request



2. View of HKCTT request



2. View of HKCTT request

Request No: 

– Auto generated by system 

Stage: 

– Submitted

– In progress

– Accepted

– Rejected

– Withdrawn

Request details: 

– Details of the request



• Notification through eHR inbox 

1. Acknowledgement of submitted requests

– Request stage: Submitted 

2. Acknowledgement of result 

– Request stage: Accepted/Rejected

Notification



Notification - Submitted

• Title: 

• Message:

HKCTT request #34 was received on 07/04/2014

Thank you very much for using the HKCTT Request Submission. We have received your request and it has been assigned request 

number 12345.

Request Summary

Request Progress

You may view the status of this request at HKCTT Request Submission.

Thank you very much for using the HKCTT Request System.

Thank you for your contribution to HKCTT.

eHR Information Standards Office

Disclaimer

All requests will be reviewed and prioritized as per the eHRISO’s internal policies and procedures. 

Type Create new concept

Request Summary To add SARS as new concept

Description Severe acute respiratory syndrome

Nature Diagnosis (Dx)



Notification - Rejected

• Title: 

• Message:

HKCTT request #20 was rejected on 29/10/2013

Your HKCTT request (Request number 20) has been closed with the status Rejected on 20/11/2013

Request Summary

Request Progress

Your request has been rejected with the following reason:

Duplicate concept.

Editor Comment: On revision, there is already an existing concept "Term ID 31174 respiratory distress" with the alias "acute 

respiratory distress".

You may view the status of this request at HKCTT Request Submission.

Thank you very much for using the HKCTT Request System.

Thank you for your contribution to HKCTT.

eHR Information Standards Office

Disclaimer

All requests will be reviewed and prioritized as per the eHRISO’s internal policies and procedures. 

Type Create new concept

Request Summary Add new concept ‘acute respiratory distress’

Description Acute respiratory distress

Nature Diagnosis (Dx)

Reject Reason

Request Comment



• eHRISO welcome any enquiries or 

recommendations related to SNOMED CT

• Submission mechanism in eHR portal for 

SNOMED CT is currently in development 

SNOMED CT Recommendations



Where can I find more info?

Details on maintenance 

of HKCTT and request 

submission are documented in: 

Guide on Implementation & 

Maintenance of the HKCTT



Thank You!


