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Just kidding. 

Copyright is a good thing for 
standards.

It’s the licensing part that is 
interesting.



No cost

Worldwide

In perpetuity



Use

Copy

Distribute



Any purpose:

 commercial

 non-commercial
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CANNOT use any 
Licensed Material to 
develop or promulgate a 
different standard for 
orders or observations.



That would defeat 
the purpose of 

having a standard!



International Adoption
participation, translation, implementation



LOINC Submitters

105  organizations  from  15  countries
Since  2009:



LOINC Translators
22  organizations







Adopted as National Standard

Australia

Brazil

Canada

Cyprus

Estonia

France

Germany

Mexico

Mongolia

The Netherlands

Rwanda

Thailand

Turkey

United States



Large Implementations

SIGA Saúde project 

Canada Health Infoway

ePSOS

Assistance publique - Hôpitaux de Paris

BiTAC

Hong Kong Hospital Authority

Philippine Health Insurance Corporation

Many  more...



Some  serious  LOINCing  in  Hong  Kong



Talking  about  LOINC  at  the  Thai  Ministry  of  
Information  and  Communication  Technology



Key Lessons
for Today
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Not  just  an  I.T.  problem



If Murky, Don’t Assume
Units of measure are critical.

Sample results can help identify the 
correct LOINC Scale.

Local experts, package inserts can be 
very informative. 



Clean water act

photo via Fishking_1

Upstream standardization. 
Ask instrument or test kit 

manufacturers.
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A journey. 

Not a destination.



Ongoing Journey

Plan for updating as your testing 
changes (less common), or your local 
code identifiers change (more common).

 



Prioritization

Local or national policies may help 
prioritize mapping subsets.

For example:
 common results

 + panel elements

 + public health reportable tests



Jump In!
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Happy LOINCing!
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The Race is On!
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